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What a good year this has been for the Friends, the park and Honey Creek. Our park in-
terpreter, Craig Hensley, has continued to provide many informative and interesting pro-
grams. He has also been an integral part of our Friends group and has offered special
learning opportunities for our members. The Friends have supported Craig with new inter-
pretive tools and volunteers. A few great people have joined the core of active members
in the Friends group and we are all enjoying and benefiting from their involvement. Sev-
eral of them have become certified Honey Creek guides and are leading hikes on a regu-
lar basis. We just finished a banner Halloween at the park event; thank you everyone who
helped! We are working on native landscaping plans for the Rust house and the interpre-
tive center and have a great donation to help us continue that activity There are exciting
plans to enhance the interpretive center and the Friends will be involved in both fundrais-
ing and implementation of those plans. The trails on the park property on the north side of
the river have been cut and we have all been waiting for rain so that we can burn the
brush and start helping with that area also. We have had several general meetings for all
Friends members and plan more for next year. Our park and Honey Creek are truly all
year round, so come out this winter and
that grabbed you and made you want to come join us and be more active. please call us
and tell us your ideas for supporting the park. There is still a need and room for many
more of you to support the Friends with your time and energy as well as your membership
fees and donations. It is a privilege and a joy to work with the interesting and dedicated
people in the Friends group. We are looking forward to another exciting year in 2009.
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Halloween at the Park

by Terry Urbanczyk
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Once again our Halloween event was a tremendous success. The weather was perfect
and the new parking area helped visitors come in and out of the area safely. There were
a total of 1552 adults and children who

an increase of 35% above |l ast yeardés att
also up $160 above last year, for a total of $1356. All proceeds will of course go toward
the park Friends6 organization to fund

All this success is due in large [ h -4
part to the wonderful organiza- '
tions and individuals who spon-
sored stations and donated food
and supplies for the event. Spe-
cial thanks go to HEB for again
providing the food and bever-
ages, and Randy Eman for sup-
plying a majority of candy. The
following groups decorated and
provided candy

along the trail: Broadway Bank;
Bulverde 4-H Club; Cordillera Na-
ture Club; Girls Scout Troops
4577, 445 and 1136; Smithson
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A Park Activities

H a.l |Oween at th e Pal’k continued from page 1 by Terry Urbanczyk

Valley HS FCCLA; and Smithson Valley HS Junior PALS. These families
and their friends also sponsored stations and decorated the trail: Holly
Camerobs family, Terry Ur iResansweig fadily
| and the David Shaw family. Our special guest Susan Kuntz was a real treat

- | for the parents and children alike with her story telling skills. She was hon-

ored this year with the HEB fiTeach
‘Texas. Webve always known she was
the recognition to go with the
raise!

We felt some growing pains this
ear as well. Due to a change in

" rules from the State of Texas Audi-
torés office the park was required
person over age 12 in the cars. This caused a major back-up at the park
entrance, with some guest waiting up to an hour or more to gain entry to the
park. Even though headquarters staff was processing cars at 31seconds
per car, that still was not fast enough to get 1200 people through the gates
in about a 2 hour time frame. Some guests became rather upset over the
lengthy wait with a car load of anxious tricki or-treaters in tow, but most took
it all in stride and had a very good experience over all. The Friends and
Park management will be looking at ways to expedite the check-in process .
for next year.

As popularity of this event increases the need for more volunteers will also
increase. Speaking from personal experience, volunteers have as much or
more fun as the guests do, so keep
for a great volunteer opportunity.

Boy Scouts Clean Up the River by Dave Kibler

On Saturday, 25 October 2008, an enthusiastic group of Scouts from Troop 285, sponsored by Coker Methodist

Church in San Antonio, arrived early on a beautiful, sunny, fall morning to walk the banks of the Guadalupe River in-

side the park boundaries to pick up trash and litter left by park guests throughout the busy summer months. The
banks on both sides of the river yielded about 150
pounds of trash, although the job was made somewhat
easier this year due to the lack of flooding which had
brought down excessive amounts of trash in 2007.
One contingent of five Scouts and a leader floated
down to the park in canoes, provided by the Bergheim
Campground, from the Edge Falls crossing, collecting
trash from banks along the way. A number of aban-
doned vehicle tires were collected in this process. Late
in the morning a fine lunch of grilled sausage, tortillas,
chips, and cookies was prepared for all participants.
This lunch was provided compliments of the Friends of
Guadalupe River State Park. A grand total of 86
Scouts and parents participated in this semi-annual
cleanup effort, which is supported and encouraged by
the AKeep Texas Beautiful
mission on Environmental Quality. The next cleanup
event will be held in April 2009.
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